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Bob:

I believe Mr. Freeman's
request that the Agency re-
emphasize travel regulations
and review the adequacy of
procedures for approval of
travel can best be handled
by the Agency's Travel
Policy Committee chaired by

| Office ofSJAT

Finance. Suggest the attache
letter be forwarded to the
Committee for review and
action as they deem appro-
priate.

;ﬁ:;gﬁﬁes H. McDonald
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Director —

Dear Admiral Turner:

In his July 15, 1979, Address to the Natlon, President Carter outllned a

"; . . To further conserve-energy, I am proposing tonight an
extra $10 billion over the next decade to strengthen our public
‘transportation syStems. And I am asking you —— for your good -
and for your nation's securlty -—- to take no unnecessary trips,
to use carpools or public transportation wherever you can, to
park your car one extra day per week, to obey speed limits . . .
Every act of energy conservation like this is more than just
common sense —- It is an act of patriotism."” (Emphasis added.)

As Administrator of General Services with the statutory responsibility for
prescribing regulations necessary to administer the laws governing travel,
allowaﬂces, and entitlements, it is my objective to ensure that the
governing regulations are consistent with the President's energy. plan.
Your support is required to assure compliance with the regulations and the
intent of the President's plan within your agency.

Federzl Travel Regulations (para. 1—2.20) provide that:

"Since travel by common carrier: (a1r, rail-or bus) will ‘
ge1era11y result in the most efficient use of energy resources
‘and in the least costly and most expeditious performance of-
travel, this method shall be used whenever it is reasonably .

as advantaoeous only when the use of common carrier transpor—
.tation would.- serlously interfere with the performance of ..

official business or impose an undue hardship upon the

traveler, or when the total cost by common carrier would exceed
the cost by some'othef,methpd of transportation. . The

..available.. :Other methods-of- transportatlon may be authorized B
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determination that another method of transportation would be
more advantageous to the Government than common carrier

_ transportation shall not be made on the basis of personal
.. preference or minor inconvenience to the traveler resultlng
';from common carrler schedullng. (Empha51s added )

Th _use of h1gh energy consuming methods of transportatlon, 1nc1ud1ng
overnment-furnlshed vehicles, rental vehicles, privately owned Vehlcles
ind” taxicabs, requires a specific determination that common carrier i
nsportation (including buses and local tranmsit systems) is not
advantageous to the Government. In selecting the method of transportation
to be used, the regulations (para. 1-2.2.b.) require that consideration be
given.to energy conservation and to the total cost to the Government.

am requestlng that you reemph331ze “the’ regulatlons and review the .
“adequacy of procedures for approval of travel in your: agency as well as
the level of such approval to ensure that: (1) only essential travel is
being approved; and that (2) specific determinations for use of high
energy consuming methods of transportation are valid and appropriate in
the light of the President's: energy conservation policy.

I hope you will join me in working toward a Federal travel program that
will be an example to the private sector of optimum energy conservation.
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Sincerely,
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